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The 
Athenaeum 

Astronomy Association (AAA) 
 
                                             Annual General Meeting 
 
                                  held at 7.30pm on Wednesday 14th September 2022 
                                      at Hawstead Village Hall, The Green, Hawstead, IP29 5NP 
 
 
Members Present:- 
Nigel Bond                Joan Brame            Peter Bruce                     
Marley Donaldson   Stu Donaldson      Sue Donaldson              Liz Haarler                
Linda Harper            Lloyd Hughes        Mike Kirkham               Phil Leigh                   
David Naylor            Sam Newton          Nigel Osborne               Andy Parrett                   
Tom Sharman           Bob Sully                 John Tovey                    Martha Tovey                  
Paul Weaver             Richard Young 
 
Several guest members also attended following open invite to local residents. 
 
1.  Chairman’s welcome/Opening remarks 
The Chairman welcomed all members to the meeting.  Special welcome to Richard Young. 
 
The Chair acknowledged the recent passing of HRH Queen Elizabeth II, condolences on 
behalf of AAA to the Royal Family. 
 
2. Apologies for Absence 
Noted apologies received from Peter Corbett, Lillias Haye, Chris Hale 
 
3. Minutes of previous AGM held 3rd October 2019 
In view of the time since last AGM due to pandemic no reference back was considered 
neccesary. 
 
4. Presentation of Chairmans Annual Report 
Unprecidented last few years, association had just agreed our move to new venue at 
Whepstead Community Centre, we were able to meet once then the pandemic changed 
everything. 
 
 
However during this period the ‘whatsapp’ group and Zoom meetings allowed the 
association to continue and provide meetings and support to members. 
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Once meetings could commence again the committee worked on providing a new 
members programme to include guest speakers. 
A visit to Cambridge University was arranged and well attended. 
The association had a stand at this years Whitsun Fayre which brought in welcome 
income. 
Discussion between the council and AAA have meant that it is hoped to recommence the 
Star Partys at Nowton Park in March 2023 
The association is committed to its outreach work with groups such as Scouts/Cubs and 
WI. 
 
 A brief update on the Restoration of the Observatory was given, this had to come to an 
end due to lack of finance and partner support. However it will remain a possible future 
project. 
 
In the period since the last AGM the association has benefitted from several donations of 
equipment together with a grant from Community Action Suffolk which has allowed the 
purchase of several new pieces of equipment. 
 
The Chairman formally recorded our thanks for these generous donations. With the 
ongoing support of our members the hope is that the association will continue to grow 
and be of interest to all. 
 
(Chairmans report will be available in full on the website) 
 
5.  Presentation of Accounts (Chairman) 
 
In the absence of the treasurer, the Chairman reported on the accounts, copies of the 
financial summaries will be available for members on the website or can be made available 
if any member wishes. 
 
Although we are not required to have the accounts audited it is felt that they should be 
formally scrutinized and to this end James Dale has done so. 
 
The Restoration Account was closed down and a small amount of remaining money paid 
into the General AAA account. 
 
It has also been agreed prior to AGM that membership subscription rates would remain 
the same as the previous year.  The new subscription year starts from 1st September so 
income will increase as members hopefully renew membership. 
 
Several members asked questions regarding the accounts which the chairman responded 
to. 
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6.   Election of Officers and Committee to the AAA 
 
All Officers and members of the Committee had previously indicated that they were 
happy to stand for re-election and there being no new proposals put forward for any of 
the roles the Chairman asked for proposer and seconders for the position of Chairman: 
Mike Kirkham- Nigel Bond, seconded Samanth Newton. 
For the roles of Treasurer – Peter Corbett and Secretary- Linda Harper, proposer Phil 
Leigh and seconded Martha Tovey. 
All 3 duly elected. 
Other committee members Joan Brame, Nigel Bond, Nigel Osborne, Lloyd Hughes, Peter 
Bruce and Lillias Haye. 
 
7. Proposals to be put to the AGM 
 
There were no proposals received. 
 
8.A.O.B 
 
On behalf of all the committee and members the Chairman sent his thanks and 
appreciation to Hawstead Village Hall organisers for accommodating the AAA during the 
roofing work taking place at Whepstead and their agreement to match our hire costs to 
those of Whepstead.  (Also to Nigel Bond for organising) 
 
9.  Closing remarks 
 
The Chairman formally brought the meeting to a close, with all business having been 
concluded. 
He thanked all for attending, he acknowledged how the group has grown since its 
inception when meetings were held at the home of Richard Young. (Founder)  A lot has 
been achieved but there is more that can be done. 
 
There followed a talk by Bill Barton FRAS on ‘Astronomy in the Regency Era’ 
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