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Wednesday 23rd August 2022 
 
 
 
Present:- Mike Kirkham (MK) Chair, Peter Corbett(PC) Treasurer, Nigel Osborne (NO),   
Nigel Bond (NB), Joan Brame (JB), Lloyd Hughes(LHs), Lillias Haye(LHe),  Linda Harper 
(LH) Secretary. 
 
1.  Welcome and apologies 
 
MK welcomed all 
Noted apologies received fromPeter Bruce 
 
2. Previous Minutes 
 
Agreed as an accurate account and can be posted on website. 
 
3. Actions 
 
Revisit Policies and procedures – ongoing but no rush at present to take forward. Ongoing 
 
 MK will send email with invite to attend AGM.  Ongoing 
 
Facebook survey to gauge interest from younger members still to be done. MK has e-
mailed Peter B also re using facebook to guage interest in external speakers.  Ongoing 
 
MK has investigated using Eventbrite to advertise external events, free to use if no charge 
for event, however charges occur if a charge made which would have to be built into ticket 
price or a loss absorbed.  Rough estimate that for a Star Party this would equal around £15. 
Complete 
 
Star Partys – MK has been in contact with Ian Clarke to discuss. Has been asked to 
complete forms which previously council would do. Ongoing 
 
4. Finance 

PC gave update on current situation.  Generally good at present. All outgoings up to date, 
rent paid to end of year and website renewals paid. 

CAS grant money mostly spent now, £12.79 remains, suggested purchase case for new 
laptop. 

New membership year payments will start from 1st September 2022 
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LHs asked if in view of good financial position we could look at organising another trip to 
a place of interest, possibly sometime in the new year. 

Discussion was had regarding charging a small additional fee when external/guest 
speakers are booked, this would go some way towards covering any costs incurred. 
Suggested £1 for members and £3 for public.  This to be put to members at AGM. (No 
charge though for AGM speaker). 

Financial Update - 21st August 2022 

  General Account: £857.06 

- Balance Last Update (25/07/2022): £1,675.05 
- Outgoings 
o AAA Domain Name Renewal (Mark Proctor): £29.99 
o CAS* Grant Equipment (Peter Corbett): £788.00 
 Eyepiece + Filter Kit (Celestron): £350.00 
 EQ5 Pro Upgrade Kit (Sky Watcher): £349.00 
 90o Polar Scope (Sky Watcher): £89.00 
- Income 
o (none) 

Cash: £35.70 
 Coffee Pot: £35.70 (see below) 

Liabilities: £12.79- 
 CAS* Grant – purchase equipment 

Total: £879.97 
 
Coffee Pot 

 Balance Last Update (25/07/2022): £10.00 
 Takings: £35-00 
 Re-stock: £9.30- 

 
*Community Action Suffolk - Suffolk Community Restart fund     

5. Temporary move to Hawstead 

MK will notify members via ‘whatsapp’ and email that the meeting on 30/8/22 is cancelled 
and that the next meeting will be the AGM on 14th September which will be held at 
Hawstead Village Hall.                                          

6. Members Programme 

NB produced provisional new member programme taking us up to July 2023.  Following 
discussion a few alterations were made as to subjects and presenters to accommodate 
recent changes.  To remain on agenda as ongoing item with regular updating as needed. 
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LHs has new contact from Mildenhall who is Astrophotographer, he will liaise with him 
re a possible guest speaker spot in the new year.                       

7. Events- including AGM 

a) AGM- will be held at Hawstead VH on 14/9/22.  Start at 7.00pm, will include Chairman 
and Treasurers reports then election of officers, all happy to remain in post.  Will not 
follow format of previous AGM as Richard Y no longer in position as Vice Chair. 

PC and LHe offered their apologies as unable to attend. 

Refreshments will be as for normal meeting. 

b) Co-ordinators for Star Partys – LHe approached re possible leading on this, as she has 
no experience or knowledge of previous events she has provisionally agreed to take this 
on but will seek help from other members of committee and others such as Phil Leigh who 
previously led on this. 

c) NB received email from contact at Hawstead VH to say that next newsletter will include 
article on AAA AGM being held at hall and that there will be a guest speaker and the 
event is open to all and free of charge.                                                                         

8. AOB 
 
a) Membership renewal:- PC raised the issue of whether membership fees should be 
increased for the year. Discussion followed, all agreed that as we are considering charging 
a small additional charge to members when there is a guest speaker that annual fee should 
remain the same as previous year. 
 
PC will email a copy of application form for membership to all committee for comment as 
to content and should anything be added or removed. (PC) 
 
Matter of GDPR was raised, as we collect and retain member details, should we be 
registered with the Data Commissioner Office.  We do obtain explicit consent from 
members to keep this information and have legitimate reason for using it. PC will 
investigate. (PC) 
 
b) LHs has made contact with Astro-photographer at Lakenheath/Mildenhall. (See under 
members programme) 
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                                                                 Action Plan 

Page/Ite
m 

                                             Action     
Action 
by 

Status 

12/1/22 
P1 

Revisit and review existing policies and procedures. All Ongoing 

20/4/22
P2 

Notify CAS of changes to purchases from grant in view of 
recent donations. 

MK Complete 

20/4/22 
P3 

MK to ask PB to post to social media to try to guage 
interest in a Children’s group 

MK Ongoing 

27/8/22 
P2 

 Peter B to post events on Facebook to guage interest when 
have guest speaker. MK to email him. 

MK Ongoing 

27/8/22 
P2 

MK to check cost implications of using Eventbrite MK Complete 

27/8/22 
P3 

MK to liaise with Ian Clarke re Star Party March 2023 MK Ongoing 

23/8/22 
P3 

MK to notify members via ‘whatsapp’ and email of 
cancellation of meeting on 30/8/22 

MK New 

23/8/22 
P4 

PC to email copy of membership application form to 
committee for comment and to investigate need to register 
with Office of Data Commissioner for GDPR 

PC New 
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