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Wednesday 27th July 2022 
 
 
 
Present:- Mike Kirkham (MK) Chair, Peter Corbett(PC) Treasurer, Nigel Osborne (NO),   
Nigel Bond (NB), Joan Brame (JB),  Linda Harper (LH) Secretary. 
 
1.  Welcome and apologies 
 
MK welcomd all 
Noted apologies received from Lloyd Hughes, Lillias Haye and Peter Bruce 
 
2. Previous Minutes 
 
Agreed as an accurate account and can be posted on website. 
 
3. Actions 
 
Revisit Policies and procedures – ongoing but no rush at present to take forward. Ongoing 
 
 MK will send email with invite to attend AGM.  Ongoing 
 
Facebook survey to gauge interest from younger members still to be done. Ongoing 
 
Representative from Hawstead Parish Magazine has been in touch with NO to offer free of 
charge advert in magazine in return for help with telescope.  Complete 
 
4. Finance 

PC gave update on current situation.  Generally good at present. All outgoings up to date. 

Purchase of Right Angle Polar scope, EQ Pro mount and set of eyepieces including 
Barlows and Filters completed.  £12 of CAS grant left, suggested purchase of laser 
pointers. 

Financial Update - 25th July 2022 

Restoration Account: £0.00 (Account closed 1/02/2022) 
General Account: £1,675.05 
- Balance Last Update (13/06/2022): £1,943.89 
- Outgoings 

o Whepstead Community Association: £284.00 (Hall Hire Jul-Dec 2022) 
o Whitsun Fayre Crayons/Stickers (Peter Corbett): £18.97 
o Unity Insurance Services: £26.17 (Celestron / Altair Telescopes + EQ5 

Mount/Tripod) 
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- Income 
o Membership: £21.00 
o Coffee Pot: £39.30 

Cash: £10.00 
• Coffee Pot: £10.00 (see below) 
Liabilities: £800.79- 
• CAS* Grant – purchase equipment (EQ5 Upgrade Kit / 90o Polar Scope / Eyepiece & Filter Kit) 
Total: £884.26 
 
Coffee Pot 
• Balance Last Update (13/06/2022): £16.90 
• Takings: £32.40 
• Paid into General Account: £39.30- 
 
*Community Action Suffolk - Suffolk Community Restart fund                                                                         

 

5. Members Programme 

a) General programme – A lot of work has been done on this and it is now at a point where it can be   
circulated to members.  There are a few slots still to be filled but programme will be posted on 
website with details up until 4th January 2023.  MK will print off copies for those members that 
would like them. 

NB was thanked for his hard work on moving this forward.  He will keep  the programme under 
review and give quarterly updates. 

To remain a standing  item on Agenda.      

b) Upcoming Zoom Programme –   Results of recent survey indicated that this was the preferred 
option for continuing meetings when roofing works at Whepstead start.  Setting up is easy and once 
dates set MK will send out necessary links to join. 

c) Guest Speakers -  This will be an opportunity to grow the membership if we open up the 
meetings to the public.  Speakers will need to be made aware that public are invited and care taken 
in the description of the event in any advertising.  This can be done through FAS, Whats on West 
Suffolk,  Eventbrite? depending on cost.  Ticket sales or pay on door? 

NB raised the issue of the roof work and would this impact on the AGM 14th Sept. MK will chase 
up with  Di Howe, Secretary of Whepstead CC      

MK will email Peter B to post details of guest speakers on Facebook as an event to gauge interest. 
MK also to check cost implications of  using Eventbrite (MK)                                     

6. Events- including AGM 

a) AGM- need to give 3 weeks notice.  Advise of guest speaker – open up to public. Basic 
refreshments will be available as per ususal members meetings. 
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Start meeting at 7.00pm, allow 30 minutes for reports and election of officers, then evening 
open to guest speaker. 

b) National Trust – no further contact to be made by AAA, wait for them to contact us. 

c) Star Partys – Ian Clarke, manager of the Apex has been in contact with MK to say that 
the council are keen to re-engage with AAA and resume these events in the same format 
as previously, March and November, 2 evenings each. 

Following discussion decided that this coming November too soon so MK will go back to 
Ian C and suggest 17th and 18th March 2023. (Good phase of Moon).  (MK) 

Possible roles for new committee members as co-ordinators for this event and other 
external events. 

 

7. AOB 
 
a) Stem Ambassadors – do not require any formal qualifications, need enhanced DBS 
check but this will be free as it is volunteer role.  Open up to members who may be 
available to give occasional talks to groups. 
 
b) Jason Burns, US AstroPhotographer – AAA involvement. (MK on behalf of Peter Bruce) 
Item discussed, agreed that we have enough resources available to us both locally and 
nationally. No follow up. 
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                                                                 Action Plan 

Page/Ite
m 

                                             Action     
Action 
by 

Status 

12/1/22 
P1 

Revisit and review existing policies and procedures. All Ongoing 

20/4/22
P2 

Notify CAS of changes to purchases from grant in view of 
recent donations. 

MK Ongoing 

20/4/22 
P3 

MK to ask PB to post to social media to try to guage 
interest in a Children’s group 

MK Ongoing 

20/4/22 
P4 

NO to contact local parish magazines in 
Hawstead/Lawshall to publicise group 

NO Complete 

27/8/22 
P2 

 Peter B to post events on Facebook to guage interest when 
have guest speaker. MK to email him. 

MK New 

27/8/22 
P2 

MK to check cost implications of using Eventbrite MK New 

27/8/22 
P3 

MK to liaise with Ian Clarke re Star Party March 2023 MK New 
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