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Wednesday 25th September 2021 
 
 
 
Present:- Mike Kirkham (MK) Chair, Richard Young (RY),  Nigel Osborne (NO),  Peter 
Corbett(PC), Joan Brame(JB), Peter Bruce(PB),  Linda Harper (notetaker). 
 
1.  Welcome and apologies 
 
Apologies received from Phil Leigh. 
 
2. Previous Minutes 
 
Agreed as accurate account. 
 
3. Action 
 
MK to make contact with Mark P and Peter B re: Website. Ongoing 
PC has identified the number of paid up members needed to meet outgoings. Complete 
PC has sent Mark P updated details regarding Membership and Fees. Website has been 
updated by MP. Complete 
PC has clarified the issue regarding the rental agreement with Whepstead. Complete 
MK has submitted grant application to Restart Fund. Complete 
MK has e-mailed committee members regarding the Restoration Project. Complete. 
                                                                        

4. Finance 

a) Treasurers update: Currently the General acc stands at £478.93 and the Restoration acc     
at £137.  MK proposed that in view of the cessation of the Restoration Project that the 
account be closed and remaining monies to be added to General Account.  All present 
agreed. 

Pending income from membership and donation from NO for the year Sept 21-22 should 
be £903.29, membership based on estimated numbers from last full year. 

Known outgoings for rent, insurance etc should leave an end of year balance of £487 in 
credit.  PC has completed full budget for year 2021-2022, 
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PC has spoken to James D re his being scrutineer for the financial report for the next AGM 
and he is happy to do this. 

PC has identified and will purchase gift to be presented to JD when he next attends a 
members meeting. MK will get card.  (Action PC) 

b) Subscription progress: So far 9 members have renewed their subscriptions.  Agreed to 
monitor this and if necessary further communication with previous members could be 
made to try to increase membership levels again. 

Finance update- Sept 2021 

Income 
Restoration Account: £113-57 
General Account: £478-93 
- Outgoings since last meeting: 

o Whepstead Community Association £118-00 
Pending income: 
- Membership – cheque: £25 
- Membership – transfer (7 x £25): £175 

Cash: 
• Coffee Pot: £45-79 
• Donation: £40 
• Membership (1 x £25): £25 
Total: £903-29 
 
Liabilities 
• Zoom (Mike Kirkham): £57-56 
• Kettle: £25 (estimated) 
• Gift (James Dale): £15 (estimated) 
Total: £97.56                                                                         
 

5. Members Programme 
 
RY updated the meeting on the proposed members programme for the next 6 months 
approximately, obviously subject to change as the year progresses and opportunities for 
observing increase. 
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29/9 – Aquarius and Procession of the Equinox (RY) 
13/10 – Deep Sky Objects (NO) 
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27/10 – Proposed Open Evening for residents of Whepstead. Presentation possibly on the 
link between the months and the signs of the Zodiac. Also live link from GoTo scope to 
screen if weather conditions suitable. 
10/11 – Pisces 
24/11 – DSO 
8/12 – Aries 
 
Then alternating with DSO, Taurus and Gemini which will complete the Zodiac. This to be 
followed by presentation on Cir-cum Polar Stars, this should take programme to March 
2022. 
 
Suggestion made that as we have paid rent for 22nd December,  this is moved to 15th 
December and becomes our Members Xmas meeting. (No committee meeting this month). 
 
6. Whepstead Open Evening 
 
27th October,  open to all residents of Whepstead, starting at 7.30pm, committee to arrive 
from 6.30pm to set up. 
No telescopes set up apart from in the hall to allow attendees to see the different types. 
PL may have IT set up for live link from GoTo scope to hall. 
Laser Pointers for use outside if weather permits – MK, RY and PC have these. 
Blue boards to be set up to display posters etc. (Need to check supply of blu-tack). 
Orrery to be set up. (Check Batteries) 
 
If the weather if not suitable then there will be presentations on Stellarium (RY) and MK 
will also produce presentation. 
 
Event has been advertised in village news letter but suggested that a small poster be 
produced to put on noticeboard in hall and at entrance to car-park. (PB will do) 
 
Refreshments will be available, also a register of attendees should be kept. 
 
7. Suffolk Community Restart Fund (Grant Application) 
 
MK has completed and submitted an application for the full amount of the grant (£2500) 
which includes a Motorised Equatorial Mount, Lap-top and projector, WiFi HD Camera 
and new Power pack. 
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8. Restoration Project – closing update 
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MK has spoken to Tony Box, Project lead for the Restoration and thanked him for his help 
with the project. MK has also notified Bury Town Trust and Bury Society of the decision to 
stop the project. 
Tony has notified the Restoration sub-committee of the decision. 
MK has also e-mailed Jo Rayner who has replied to MK and will meet with him to discuss 
the project.  MK has also  met with reporters from the Bury Free Press to advise of the 
decision and a news item will appear in the BFP. 
 
RY made the observation that not being able to complete the project is a loss to the people 
of Bury and society in general, not because we will not be able to use the Observatory for 
its actual purpose as modern telescopes far out perform the one in the Observatory but for 
the fact that it is an historical artifact that is being lost/hidden. 
 
MK will contact Chris Roper the telescope restorer and advise him of the decision. (MK)                                                            
 
 
9. AAA Policies (review), Affiliation to Astronomical body – FAS, RAS, BAS. 
 
MK advised the meeting that as a result of the application for the Restart Grant a few issues were 
raised as to AAA policies.  The fact that we do not have an Equal Opportunities Policy was 
identified which MK was able to add to the application.  Also our Child Protection Policy is based 
around that of FAS (which AAA is no longer a member of). 
 
From this the group agreed that we need to have a procedure in place to regularly review our 
policies, ideally once a year and that someone on the committee be appointed as ‘Guardian of 
Policies’. 
 
Also agreed that the AAA Constitution needs to be reviewed, it was appropriate at the time of 
writing but things have moved on and as such needs revision. 
 
Further discussion took place as to the benefits of being affiliated to a known Astronomical Body 
such as Royal Astronomical Society, Federation of Astronomical Societies or British Astronomy 
Association.  Agreed that someone needs to look each of these to see what they offer such as 
benefits, costs etc.  PB offered to take this on.  (PB) 
 
RY suggested that we may also benefit from being a member of the Dark Sky Society, MK advised 
that it is up to individual groups to apply so it may be up to us to apply to register Whepstead as a 
designated DS Site.  (Dark Sky Society affiliated to BAA) 
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10.  AOB 
 
 PC has identified an issue with the insurance and as to if we hold an event on behalf of a third party 
such as the Star Party's, are we covered by the third party’s insurance as our policy does not appear 
to cover this.  MK will look into this.  (MK) 
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NO has had no luck in contacting Cambridge regarding their restarting visits to Observatory. 
Also he is looking to obtain further cupboard for storage, agreed spend of up to £50. 
 
JB will purchase kettle so provision of refreshments at meetings can resume. (£25 spend) 
               
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

                                                                 Action Plan 

Page/Ite
m 

                                             Action     
Action 
by 

Status 

19/5/21
P3 

MK to contact Mark P and Peter B regarding updating of 
website. 

MK Ongoing 

25/8/21 
P2 

PC to identify number of paid up members needed to meet 
basic outgoings for the year 

PC Complete 

25/8/21 
P2 

PC to contact Mark P re Membership/Fee details for 
update to website 

PC Complete 

25/8/21 
P2 

PC to clarify issues identified with rental agreement for 
Whepstead with Secretary/Treasurer. 

PC Complete 

25/8/21
P4 

MK to submit grant application to Restart Fund for 
additional equipment. 

MK Complete 

25/8/21
P4 

MK to write to committee members to gather thoughts on 
how to/if to proceed with Restoration project 

MK Complete 

25/9/21 
P2 

PC to purchase gift for JD PC New 

25/9/21
P3 

PB to produce A5 posters to advertise open evening for 
Whepstead residents. 

PB New 

25/9/21 
P4 

MK to contact Chris Roper to advise of decision to stop 
project. 

MK New 

25/9/21 
P4 

PB to look into benefits from being affiliated to known 
astronomical body 

PB New 

25/9/21  
5 

MK to look into issue of insurance cover when providing 
event for third party 

MK New 
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