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Wednesday 19th May 2021 
 
 
 
Present:- Mike Kirkham (MK) Chair, Richard Young (RY), James Dale (JD),  Nigel Osborne 
(NO), Joan Brame (JB), Peter Corbett(PC) Linda Harper (notetaker). 
 
1.  Welcome and apologies 
 
Apologies received from Phil Leigh, Lesley Bird and Peter Bruce. 
 
MK welcomed all. 
 
2. Finance 
 
JD updated on current position.  There has been little in the way of transactions on the 
account as expected 
 
As on 14th April 2021:- 
 
General Acc- £694.07 of which includes restricted funds.       
 
Anticipated outgoings include payment for web addresses and Zoom.                    
 
Restoration Acc- £113.57 remains after payment to Solicitors for work done on licence 
agreement.  Project currently on hold. No activity on this account. 
 
Rent already paid for Q2 2020 at Whepstead should role over as only 1 meeting was held 
during this period.  MK will e-mail secretary/treasurer at Whepstead to confirm that rental 
terms still in place. (MK) 
                                                                          
Transfer of Treasurer role ongoing, final documents should be with bank shortly. 
 
3. Member Issue 
 
MK updated the group -  matter now resolved. No further action. 
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4. Government roadmap and Whepstead 
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MK has been In contact with Di (secretary at Whepstead), they are working to government 
guidelines so from 17/5/2021 small groups are now able to meet up indoors.  However the 
numbers are limited to 12 people and need risk assessment and additional conditions to be 
followed. 

Discussion followed as to whether we resume meetings straight away or wait until 
21/6/2021 when all restrictions are due to be lifted.  General consensus was that we wait 
until June as one point raised was that if all committee members attended a meeting then 
only 3 or 4 members could attend. 

Show of hands – 7 members present agreed to delay, 2 votes from members not present 1 
for starting immediately and 1 for delay, so unanimous to wait until June. 

MK will prepare e-mail to go out to membership. (MK) 

 

4. Our Roadmap 

a) Membership fees:- Agreed that there will be no increase in fees and that the new membership 

    year will run June-June 

b) Membership programme:- Need for more structured programme once meetings resume. 

    Phil L will  not be able to offer as much time with this due to other commitments so other 

    members need to be recruited. RY will continue his talks on identifying constellations, he will do    

    one a month, he suggested that this be combined with another talk looking at deep sky objects 

    within the constellation.  As NO has an interest this this field he volunteered to work with RY. 

    Once meetings established again then towards end of year can look to more formal programme. 

    Programme also needs to be put onto website for members to access. 

c) Website:- fit for purpose/up to date.  Website needs updating as still showing some incorrect 

     information.  Also suggested that it be looked at with a fresh eye and suggestions made to how it 

     could be improved/more member friendly.  MK suggested that PB be asked to undertake this. 
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        MK will contact Mark P and Peter B. (MK) 

d)  Outreach:- Agreed that it is too early to discuss any events, but when the situation 

       allows then requests need to be looked at closely before committing too. 
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e)  Equipment:-  Will need to carry out equipment check before first meeting as PAT 

      testing will be out of date.  Need to see if Whepstead will add our equipment to their 

      testing (as was indicated prior to pandemic) 

      NO will contact Di at Whepstead to arrange for access to carry out equipment check 

      and inventory. (NO) 

f)  Other stuff:- Provision of refreshments, need to know if able to provide again once 

      meetings resume.  Also need to ensure that rather than asking for donation for drinks 

      and biscuits that they have a charge which goes back into AAA funds.  MK will make a 

      note of this in his e-mail to members. 

 

5.  AGM 

Agreed that there is no immediate urgency to hold an AGM, once meetings are established 

 again, then later in the year it can be considered. 

 

6. AOB 

Visit to Cambridge University Observatory, NO will contact to see if possible to set up 

 provisional date for visit, later in 2021, possibly in the Autumn (NO) 

Agreed that once meetings back to normal then consider open evening for potential new 
members, local residents to attend with a view to increasing membership. 
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Restoration Project, MK has been contacted by Chris Roper (telescope restorer) for an 
update.  MK also been in contact with Tony Box. 

There was general discussion around the project, there is currently no activity on the 
licence/contract with council due to pandemic.  How do we proceed/ can we proceed/ 
what do we need to do so. 

No decisions could be made at this time. 
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                                                                 Action Plan 

Page/Ite
m 

                                             Action     
Action 
by 

Status 

24/2/21
P2 

MK to prepare e-mail for members re ‘WhatsApp’ and the 
decision to continue to use. 

MK Complete 

24/2/21
P3 

JD to review insurance and if necessary get contents cover 
for equipment at Whepstead. 

JD Complete 

24/2/21
P3 

MK to make contact with Di (sec at Whepstead) for update 
and to ensure all in place for resuming when allowed 

MK Complete 

19/5/21
P1 

MK to e-mail Whepstead secretary to confirm agreed 
rental agreement still in place 

MK New 

19/5/21
P2 

MK to prepare e-mail to go out to members to update on 
planned resumption of meetings 

MK New 

19/5/21
P3 

MK to contact Mark P and Peter B regarding updating of 
website. 

MK New 

19/5/21
P3 

NO to contact Whepstead secretary for access to centre to 
carry out equipment check/inventory. 

NO New 

19/5/21
P3 

NO to contact Cambridge University Observatory for 
provisional date for visit. 

NO New 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                                                       
                                                                        4 
                                                                        
                                                                     
 
 
             
                                                                                                                             
                                                              
                                                                                   
                                                                         
                                                                     
                                                                  
 
 
                                                                          



    
 

.AAA, The Athenaeum, Athenaeum Lane, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk, IP33 1LY 
e-mail: secretary@3a.org.ukW: www.3a.org.uk 

/ 

                                                                          
 
                                                                      
                                                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                        
 
 
                                                                               
                                                                     
 
                                                               
 
                                                                     


